Unit 8 – Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Required Reading: Text Chapters 4 & 5
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Unit 8 Key Concepts:
1. The bill of rights was added to the Constitution to protect individual rights form encroachments by the federal government. 
2. Since the 1920’s, the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause has been interpreted to include most of the protections guaranteed in the Bill of Rights and to prevent states from infringing on those rights.  This is known as the Incorporation Doctrine, and the process of applying the Bill of Rights to the states is called “selective incorporation.” 
3. The rights conferred by the Constitution are not absolute, and the extent of protection afforded by the Constitution has varied over time depending on a variety of political considerations, including the composition of the Supreme Court.  It is the Supreme Court that plays the major role, but not the only one, guaranteeing individual rights and liberties.  Ultimately, the nature of the rights and liberties enjoyed by Americans is determined through the political process. 
4. Civil liberties are legal and constitutional protections against the government.  Civil rights are policies that extend basic rights to groups that have, historically, been subject to discrimination. 
5. Americans have never fully come to terms with the concept of equality and the Equal Protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.  With the abandonment of the “separate but equal” doctrine in 1954 and the rise of the Civil Rights and women’s movements, the federal government has leaned toward policies aimed at tearing down the barriers represented by racial and other forms of discrimination.  These policies, however, continue to stir major controversies within society as illustrated by the continuing debate over affirmative action programs.
