Unit 7 – The Judicial System
Required Reading: Text Chapter 16 (Ch. 14 Notes; Ch. 14 PPT)
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Unit 7 Key Concepts:

1.  Although considered apolitical, the federal judiciary plays a central and prominent policy making role with the Congress and president.  Many of the important issues facing Americans eventually find their way into the courts. 
2.  The United States has a dual judicial system, with federal and sate courts operating with their own personnel and jurisdiction.  Each interprets and enforces its own constitution and laws.  Overlap exists between the two levels, with the federal level able to declare state actions unconstitutional. 
3.  The federal courts have the power of judicial review, declaring acts of Congress, the president, and the states unconstitutional. 
4.  Federal judges are appointed by the president, must be confirmed by the Senate, and have lifetime appointments.  Presidents overwhelmingly appoint judges who share their views on policy matters, causing judicial selection to be highly political. 
5.  There are a variety of internal and external influences that go into the making of a judicial decision.  Among the more important ones are personal ideology and socialization, views regarding the role of judges as policy makers (restraint or activism), public opinion, (elite and mass), interest groups' amicus curiae briefs and sponsorship of "test" cases, the collegial environment of appellate courts, and the structure and environment of our federal system. 
6.  Judicial policies are not self-executing.  A variety of public and private personnel are needed to implement judicial decisions in order to maximize their impact.  Among the most important are Congress and the president, the state and federal bureaucracies (i.e. school boards and police), lower courts, business and private citizens, and interest groups.

