CHAPTER 2:  FORMAL AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

	To Propose an Amendment 

(Select either A or B)


	A. 2/3rds vote of both houses of Congress   

B.  2/3rds of the state legislatures ask Congress to call a national convention to propose amendments

	To Ratify an Amendment 

(Select either A or B)


	A. 3/4ths of the state legislatures approve it
B. ratifying conventions in 3/4ths of the states approve it


THE INFORMAL AMENDMENT PROCESS TO THE CONSTITUTION

(Remember a constitution is a plan or blueprint for how a government should work)

	Basic legislation 
	much of the Constitution is vague on how the powers of the government will be carried out, so Congress passes laws to spell out what exactly the government should do.  The Constitution says nothing about a Cabinet or which agencies will be created.  The number of government agencies & Cabinet positions changes as needed (some of the newest being Energy, Veterans Affairs, Homeland Security)

	Presidential actions


	the president has sent troops into battle over 200 times without a formal declaration of war; thus although the Constitution gives only Congress the right to declare war, it is apparent that wars are being fought on executive orders alone. Many Presidents  make “executive agreements” with the head of a foreign state.  These do not require consent & the Court has held that they do have the power of law.

	Judicial interpretation  
	In Marbury v. Madison  the courts assumed the right of judicial review.  The power, allows the Supreme Court the right to decide if actions of the legislative or executive branch are in accord with the Constitution.  The main way this enables the Court to “amend” the Constitution is that it can “interpret” what the actually meaning of the words in the Constitution are.  For example what is the meaning of “cruel & unusual punishment”; what is meant by “right to a lawyer”, etc.  Thus the meaning of the document can change without actually changing the words.  



	Changing political practices 


	the tools and methods that we use to “practice” or carry out the art of politics evolvers over time & often gives new meaning to the Constitution.  The best example is the involvement of political parties in the election process.  When the Constitution was drafted there were no formal parties in the US.  State legislations chose electors who then picked the president.  Today political parties select the electors and often the candidates.  We have a very strong 2 party system so there are often only 2 choices on the ballot.  In the 1796 election, the electors scattered their votes among 13 different candidates.  Again the words of the Constitution have not changed, but the way elections are run has changed drastically.

	Technology 
	esp. mass media and the Internet.  Information is available more readily and to many, many more persons than in 1789.  Thus more individuals have knowledge about candidates and also about government actions.  In many ways, technology has strengthened the role govt. plays in our lives – nuclear weapons make the government more powerful – so do computers (the govt can collect & store vast amounts of information about its citizens, the govt. can do more because it has computers)

	Increasing demands on policy makers 


	the people in their desire for more government services & for government to take a greater role in defense, social welfare, etc. has resulted in he government having much more power than the framers originally intended.
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