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Government
McKINNEY NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

TEACHERS:


Jon Stein




Jeff Sher

E126 – jstein@mckinneyisd.net


E125 – jsher@mckinneyisd.net
Conference: 1st Period



Conference: 7th Period 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The Government course is designed to effectively approach the core objectives as specified by the Texas Education Agency and M.I.S.D.  We will use a variety of teaching strategies and methods to create an environment that is conducive to learning. 

COURSE GOALS:

· To develop attitudes, values, and skills for citizenship in the American free enterprise system.

· To create an environment in which all students participate to achieve their full academic potential, while developing interpersonal and life skills to successfully interact with others.

· To promote critical thinking and problem-solving skills, including analysis and synthesis.

·   To lay a foundation for life beyond high school by developing an ability to think independently and intelligently about economic problems and to create solutions.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

1. Be on time to class. 

2. Come prepared with materials and any due assessments.

3. Always show respect for yourself and those around you.

4. Students are responsible for makeup work.

5. Obey school and class rules.

MATERIALS:

· Three ring binder/Folder

· Blue/black pen and pencils

· Notebook paper/spiral notebook

GRADING:

The grading scale will be as follows: A = 90%-100%, B = 80%-89%, C = 70%-79%, and 69% and under = F.  This scale applies to daily grades, quizzes, tests, projects, and essays.

30% - Formative     (Daily)


70% - Summative  (Tests)

TUTORIALS:

The Economics tutorial schedule is posted within the classroom as well as outside the classroom door.  

AM Tutorials
M, T, Th, F
By appointment 
Stein


PM Tutorials
M, T, Th, F
By appointment 
Sher


Scope & Sequence

1st Quarter

Unit I: Foundations of American Government
· SOC.9-12.113.35.13 - The student understands the similarities and differences that exist among the U.S. system of government and other political systems.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.1 - The student understands major political ideas and forms of government in history.
Unit 2: The Constitution and Federalism
· SOC.9-12.113.35.8 - The student understands the American beliefs and principles reflected in the U.S. Constitution.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.10 - The student understands the concept of federalism.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.1 - The student understands major political ideas and forms of government in history.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.2 - The student understands how constitutional government, as developed in the United States, has been influenced by people, ideas, and historical documents.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.20 - The student understands the impact of advances in science and technology on government and society.
Unit 3: The Linkage Institutions and the Political Process
· SOC.9-12.113.35.15 - The student understands the difference between personal and civic responsibilities
· SOC.9-12.113.35.16 - The student understands the importance of voluntary individual participation in the U.S. democratic society.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.18 - The student understands the relationship between government policies and the culture of the United States.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.11 - The student understands the processes for filling public offices in the U.S. system of government.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.3 - The student understands the roles played by individuals, political parties, interest groups, and the media in the U.S. political system, past and present.
2nd Quarter

Unit 5: The Legislative Branch
· SOC.9-12.113.35.6: The student understands the roles played by local, state, and national governments in both the public and private sectors of the U.S. free enterprise system.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.9: The student understands the structure and functions of the government created by the U.S. Constitution.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.12: The student understands the role of political parties in the U.S. system of government.
Unit 6: Executive Branch
· SOC.9-12.113.35.17: The student understands the importance of the expression of different points of view in a democratic society.
Unit 7: The Judicial Branch
· SOC.9-12.113.35.14: The student understands rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution.
Unit 8: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
· SOC.9-12.113.35.14: The student understands rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution.
· SOC.9-12.113.35.15: The student understands the difference between personal and civic responsibilities.
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