CHAPTER 5 & 10:  A HISTORY OF SUFFRAGE 

	EVENT
	EXPLANATION / RESULT / PURPOSE

	DATE OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
	Every 4 years on the 1st Tuesday after the 1st Monday in November




	LITERACY TEST

(see p. 147 - )
	written test for eligibility to vote; aimed at preventing blacks from voting


	POLL TAX


	fee to vote; aimed at keeping blacks from voting

	GRANDFATHER CLAUSE


	exempted from the literacy test and poll tax persons whose grandfathers were eligible to vote in 1860.  This allowed poor, illiterate whites to vote but not blacks


	WHITE PRIMARY


	a device that permitted political parties to exclude blacks from voting in the primary election – because the South was solidly Democratic the real election was the primary; then blacks were permitted to vote in the general election which mattered least

	15TH AMENDMENT


	right to vote shall not be denied on account of race

	19TH AMENDMENT


	right to vote shall not be denied on account of sex

	23RD AMENDMENT


	allows residents of District of Columbia to vote in presidential elections



	24TH AMENDMENT


	abolishes the poll tax in federal elections



	26TH AMENDMENT


	allows 18 year olds to vote

	GUINN v. UNITED STATES, 1915
	declared grandfather clause unconstitutional

	HARPER v. VA. STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS
	voided the poll tax in state elections


	VOTING RIGHTS ACT 1965
	· prohibited use of any voting restrictions that denied the right to vote based on race or color

· suspends the literacy test for anyone with a 6th grade education

· gave the federal govt. the power to conduct registration

· areas with history of discrimination had to have any changes to their laws approved by federal government



	MOTOR VOTER ACT 1993
	requires states to allow eligible voters to register while renewing their driver’s licenses

	BUSH v. VERA and SHAWW v. HUNT (1996)
	voided three districts in Texas & N. Carolina on the grounds that race had been the primary reason for their existence – viewed it as unconstitutional gerrymandering
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