CHAPTER 12:  HOUSE vs. SENATE

	
	U.S. HOUSE
	U.S. SENATE

	TERM


	
	

	MINIMUM AGE 

	
	

	YRS. CITIZEN


	
	

	RESIDENCY


	
	

	# PER STATE


	
	

	TOTAL #


	
	

	# UP FOR 

ELECTION 

EACH TERM


	
	

	HOW ELECTED


	
	

	HOW OFTEN

REAPPORTIONED


	
	

	LEADERSHIP


	Speaker - 

Majority Leader

Whip


	President of the Sen-

Pre. Pro Tempore –

Majority Leader

	ROLE OF SENIORITY
	comm.. chairs limited to 3 two year terms; chairs are elected by the majority party with a secret ballot but seniority is often still used
	comm.. chairs limited to 1 six year term; chairs can be elected if 1/5th of majority party requests

	RULES ON DEBATE


	
	

	UNIQUE POWERS
	All revenue bills must originate in the House; power to impeach 
	approve appointments & treaties; tries impeachement


CHAPTER 12:  HOUSE vs. SENATE

	
	U.S. HOUSE
	U.S. SENATE

	TERM


	2 years
	6 years

	MINIMUM AGE 

	25
	30

	YRS. CITIZEN


	7
	9

	RESIDENCY


	of state
	of state

	# PER STATE


	based on population, min. of one
	2 per state

	TOTAL #


	435
	100

	# UP FOR 

ELECTION 

EACH TERM
	all 435
	1/3

	HOW ELECTED


	by single member districts (smaller constituency)
	at large (larger constituency)

	HOW OFTEN

REAPPORTIONED


	every ten years after the census; maps drawn by state leg.
	never

	LEADERSHIP & DUTIES


	· Speaker – presides; key role in appointing comms & party leadership; assigns bills to comm.

· Majority Leader – schedules bills; party unity

· Whips – counts votes
	· Pres of Senate (VP)- ceremonial duties, vote in a tie

· Pres pro tempore – presides

· Majority Leader – schedules floor action, influences comm., party unity

	ROLE OF SENIORITY
	comm.. chairs limited to 3 two year terms; chairs are elected by the majority party with a secret ballot but seniority is often still used 
	comm.. chairs limited to 1 six year term; chairs can be elected if 1/5th of majority party requests

	RULES ON DEBATE


	strict time limits, limits on floor amendments
	unlimited debate; filibusters

	UNIQUE POWERS
	All revenue bills must originate in the House; power to impeach 
	approve appointments & treaties; tries impeachement


