CHAPTER 6:  LIBERALS v. CONSERVATIVES

	
	LIBERALS
	CONSERVATIVES

	ECONOMIC POLICY


	govt. needed to regulate business to protect workers & consumers; govt. involvement to regulate business cycle; progressive tax that taxes rich more heavily


	laissez-faire economic policy; keep taxes low – esp. supply side taxes; less government spending



	MILITARY SPENDING
	maintain smallest possible military; less willing to use troops to protect “strategic resources”


	peace through strength; less likely to support “humanitarian intervention”



	ABORTION
	favor
	oppose

	AFFIRMATIVE ACTION


	favor aff. action & laws to protect sub groups such as gays, women, etc


	oppose; favor using existing laws to protect a limited number of sub groups

	PRAYER IN SCHOOL/SCHOOL VOUCHERS
	oppose
	favor

	CRIME
	seek to use govt. programs to prevent the economic causes of crimes; protect the rights of the accused; oppose the death penalty


	lock up criminals to prevent future crime; don’t allow criminals to hide behind the bill of rights; favor death penalty

	CIVIL LIBERTIES
	provide the greatest possible 

amount of freedom


	willing to give up some freedoms in order to curb anti-social behavior
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