CHAPTER 8:  PARTY SYSTEMS IN AMERICAN HISTORY

	ERA
	YRS.
	PARTIES
	COALITIONS/BELIEFS/EVENTS/EXPLANATION

	1ST PARTY

SYSTEM


	1796 –

  1824
	FEDERALISTS

vs.

DEMOCRATIC

REPUBLICANS
	Federalists (1st & shortest lived party) favor strong central govt – New England & business owners; Dem-Rep favor states rights (agrarian South);  Federalists died out after strong defeats in elections of 1800; Jefferson, Madison, & Monroe were all Dem-Rep.

	2ND PARTY

SYSTEM


	1828 –

  1856
	JACKSONIAN –

DEMOCRATS

vs.

WHIGS
	Jackson took control of the Democratic party supported by farmers, westerners, southerners, & new immigrants; the Whigs formed with the support of northern industrialists & southern plantation owners who more than anything were united by their strong dislike of the Dems.  In this era the modern party developed – primaries; party selection of electors, etc.  Whigs tended to win only when they ran popular military heroes

	3RD PARTY

SYSTEM - THE 1ST
REPUBLICAN

ERA
	  1860 –

  1892
	REPUBLICANS

vs.

DEMOCRATS
	both parties suffered from the slave issue & the Whig party broke apart; Republican party formed from a coalition of anti-slave parties & nominated Lincoln; the Republicans continued to dominate during Reconstruction while the South became solidly Democratic.  .  The Democratic coalition was made up of white Southerners and northern working class.  The Republican coalition consisted of businessmen, the middle class and blacks.  



	4TH PARTY

SYSTEM - THE 2ND
REPUBLICAN
ERA
	1896 –

  1928
	REPUBLICANS

vs.

DEMOCRATS
	1896 Bryan was defeated by McKinley in an election dominated by the issue of the gold standard.  This was the 1st election to include the reconstructed South.  Bryan alienated many in the North thus giving the Republicans a strong edge for the next 30 years; the Republicans became the party for business & industry.

the country also continued to be split over the war & the South remained solidly Democratic – there the real election was the primary

	5TH PARTY

SYSTEM – THE

NEW DEAL

COALITION
	1932-

   1964
	DEMOCRATS

vs.

REPUBLICANS
	Hoover’s handling of the Depression spelled disaster for the Reps. & FDR formed a new Dem. coalition of racial & religious minorities, poor farmers, factory workers & urban dwellers; the Dem. remained in power with the exception of WWII hero Eisenhower; LBJ’s military policies tore the Dem. party apart & Nixon was elected in 68.

	THE ERA OF

DIVIDED

GOVERNMENT
	1968 –

present
	REPUBLICANS

and

DEMOCRATS
	a common theme develops of having the White House controlled by one party (usually the Rep) & the Congress by another (usually the Dem);  increase in # of independents & decrease in strong party loyalties
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