The PRESIDENCY

	LAW

or

AMENDEMENT
	EXPLANATION/RESULT

	12th Amendment


	Each elector will cast one vote for president and one vote for vice-president; in case of a tie or lack of majority the House will choose from the top three electoral vote winners (each state will receive one vote); the Senate will choose the vice-president if there is a tie or no majority.  Electors may not vote for two candidates from their home state.

	20th  Amendment


	Changes presidential inauguration from March 4 to January 20; if the president elect dies before taking office then the vice-president elect becomes president; if the electors or House has not chosen a president by January 3 then the vice-pres. elect shall become acting president.  if neither a president nor a vice-pres has been chosen by Jan. 3 then Congress will decide on an acting president

	22nd Amendment


	Limits the president to two full elected terms – if a vice-president succeeds with more than ½ a term remaining that will count as a full term.

	23rd Amendment


	Allows Washington DC three electoral votes

	25th Amendment


	Vice-president becomes president if the president dies or resigns; if the office of vice-president becomes vacant the president may appoint a new vice-president with a majority vote of approval of both houses of Congress; the pres. may inform Congress he is disabled & the V-P shall become acting president; if the V-P and a majority of the cabinet inform Congress that the president is disabled then the V-P will become acting president (the pres can resume power with the consent of Congress) 

	Presidential 

Succession Act


	Passed in 1947, establishes the line of succession to the presidency as follows: Vice President; Speaker of the House; President pro tempore of the Senate; cabinet officers in the order their departments were created by Congress (State, Treasury, Defense, Justice, Interior, Agriculture....Homeland Security)


