CHPATER 7:  WHO ARE THE LIBERALS AND CONSERVATIVES

	
	WHO IS MORE LIKELY TO BE LIBERAL
	WHO IS MORE LIKELY TO BE CONSERVATIVE

	FAMILY HISTORY
	the # 1 indicator of your ideology is family – we tend to think like our families do
	overall Americans consistently are more likely to view themselves as conservative (42% conservative, 34% moderate, 25% liberal)

	LEVEL OF EDUCATION


	studies consistently show that the more educated a person is the more likely they are to be liberal 
	

	AGE


	the younger you are the more likely you are to be liberal
	as you get older you tend to become more conservative

	GENDER


	women are slightly more liberal than men – esp. on social issues
	men are slightly more conservative then women – esp. on military & economic issues

	RELIGION


	Jews are the most liberal; Catholics are in the middle; those w/o religion are more likely to be liberal
	Protestants are the most conservative – the more fundamental your beliefs, the more likely you are to be conservative

	GEOGRAPHIC REGION


	The North and East coast tends to be more liberal
	the South and mid-west tends to be more conservative

	PROFESSION / INCOME / SOCIAL CLASS


	blue collar; union; lower income are more likely to be liberal
	white collar; management; high income are more likely to be conservative

	RACE


	blacks tend to be the most liberal & more consistently liberal followed by Hispanics (but many Hispanics such as Cubans are very conservative)
	whites and Asians tend to be more conservative – but among Asians - Japanese are the most conservative & Koreans are the most liberal
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